Prison Education  

                                                                                                                                                                                       Many people enter prison with a poor education. One way to stop them from committing crimes again when they leave is through learning. If they get a good qualification while there, it will help them to get a job when they leave. Prison education has a long history in the UK. Sir Robert Peel, who made the police force in England more modern, first introduced a law in 1823. This offered reading and writing classes for prisoners. Some new subjects were introduced in 1877. However, these weren’t changed again until the 1990s. During this time, a lot of people didn’t believe that prisoners should have an education. However, from 1992, the British government allowed private companies to teach prisoners. In 2005, a new programme was started. It provided even more learning for prisoners. Learning in prisons can be very difficult for a number of reasons. Groups often have big differences in ability, for one. Second, prisoners are often transferred to different places, making it hard for them to make progress in their group. This is because sometimes they have to start again from the beginning of the course when they move. Some people also fear that a more practical curriculum, with subjects like D&T, might actually be harmful. It might cause prisoners to make a connection between the things they make in class and using those things for bad reasons. A recent solution to this is the idea of distance learning. Prisoners can study in their own time and send and receive material by post. One popular subject is sports teaching. People doing this course can learn to become a sports coach. Economics is also very common. This can either be a business course or classes to help students become more confident in looking after their own money and that of their family when they come out of prison. Gardening is also another popular area. In this, they learn how to grow delicious and healthy fruit and vegetables. Whatever the subject, prison education offers a way for people who commit crimes to develop the skills they need to help them get a job afterwards. Hopefully, this will stop them from doing anything illegal.
